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Photo caption:   Two stars in the constellation 
Hercules and two in the constellation 
Ophiuchus make a nice square – or a nice “X”, 
depending on how you imagine the lines 
connecting the stars.  This is not an official 
constellation or a well-known asterism, but it 
is a fun challenge for sky gazers.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bob Elliot and his Mysterious Asterism                               Essay by Kevin Litten 
 
Bob Elliot was a professor of astronomy at the University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire during 
the days when Hobbs Observatory on Beaver Creek Reserve came into being. Seemingly 
overnight there was a place to go to learn the constellations, look at the stars, discover the 
universe hands on. Bob was a big part of that. 
 
Many nights Bob would be at Hobbs; a great wealth of knowledge and willing to share. One 
of the things he shared was an asterism – a made-up group of stars. South and East of the 
constellation Boötes, Bob saw a neat square of stars. Bob pointed this out to everyone, 
especially us newbies, who got the tour. 
 
Bob often claimed that if you looked hard enough there was a star in the center of the 
square. Astronomers use a technique called averted vision to see objects dimmer than 
their centered vision can resolve. The technique works well. It does take practice. In those 
days fact checking was not an instantaneous thing. References were in big, heavy books. 
Astronomers who saw the star in the center were not using averted vision, they were using 
their imagination. Maybe Bob was checking us out. 
 
To have named your own asterism is somewhat of a novelty. Along with it goes a bit of 
notoriety because it is also a bit pretentious. The stars have been there nearly forever; who 
are you to name them? Yet Bob was well liked and the asterism became commonly known 
locally as Bob’s X. His wife was never enamored of it. Fame can be like that. 
 
To be specific the stars of Bob’s X are Rasalhague (alpha Ophiuchus,) kappa Ophiuchus, 
Korephoras (beta Hercules,) and Sarin (delta Hercules.) 
 



To see patterns in the clouds, or the stars, or even in the shapes of Cheetos is human 
nature. Shapes and patterns will occur. Thru my eyes I can see a Viking long ship in the 
constellation Ophiuchus, a Lazy Boy chair in Cassiopeia and Wonder Woman replacing 
Orion. That is fine. If you have names for groups of stars; the better for you. You will never 
have difficulty finding them again. 
 
Bob died in 2022, he never had an ex, but his asterism is still up there to see. Can you find 
that star in the middle? If not we can remember it for him. 
 
--Kevin Litten is a member of the Chippewa Valley Astronomical Society  


